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activity of certain neurones or paths. Holmes favors a modification 
of the Hobhouse theory, asserts that repetition of pleasant acts de- 
pends upon the mutual reinforcement of congruous responses, and 
the mutual inhibition of incongruous. The pecking at unpleasant 
caterpillars by the chick is inhibited and so not learned because the 
sight-pecking reflex and the unpleasant-rejecting impulse mutually 
nullify each other, while the sight-pecking and pleasant-swallowing 
reflex reinforce each other. "Whatever the final outcome, this view 
enables one to avoid treating feeling as a causal force and at least 
suggests a possible mechanism or physiological analogy for feeling 
that might be effective in learning. 

In the same connection one may also mention Holmes's conten- 
tion in the chapter on trial and error that this form of learning also 
presupposes a capacity for selection, an ability to know the right 
response when it appears, and this must be regarded as an instinct 
whether it be due to the presence of pleasure or to the congruity of 
responses. It can not be a property of unmodified protoplasm. 

The more biological chapters on the influence of behavior on 
form and the behavior of cells are also to be recommended to the gen- 
eral student as non-technical summaries of much interesting work 
that is not readily available elsewhere. 

W. B. Pillsbubt. 

University op Michigan. 
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REVUE PHILOSOPHIQUE, October, 1917. La logique phi- 
nomenale (pp. 297-324) : P. Dupont. - The postulates and prin- 
ciples of logic do not possess the certainty that characterizes the im- 
mediately given ; they are not given by a rational intuition, although 
they arise in experience and are confirmed by reflection on expe- 
rience and induction. Le role des tendances affectives dans I' atten- 
tion et dans la conscience (pp. 325-344) : E. Rignano. - Every state 
of attention is formed by an affective contrast which arises because 
an affective process called forth through a distance receptor arouses 
an antagonistic affective process. No psychical state is in itself 
either conscious or unconscious; it becomes one or the other by its 
connection with some other psychical state. Consciousness is not an 
intrinsic property of psychical states, but is extrinsic and relative to 
them. L'acte symbolique (pp. 345-361): Emilb Bb^hter. - Sym- 
bolism presents two aspects : on the one hand, symbolism passes from 
act to intention, disengaging exterior conditions in order that we 
may constitute an interior life ; on the other hand, there is a sym- 
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bolism which passes from intention to act and thereby tends to ex- 
pand our interior dispositions in the infinity of space and time. 
Revue critique. Charles A. Mercier, On Causation, with a Chapter 
on Belief: Andre Lalande. Analyses et Comptes rendus. E. P. 
Lamanna, L'Amoralismo politico.-Il Fondamento Morale della 
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La Tipografica. 

Bissolati, Stefano. Delle Istituzioni Pirroniane. Libri tre di Sesto 
Empirico tradotti per la prima volta in italiano da Stefano Bis- 
solati. 2a ediz. a cura di G. Rensi. Firenze : Le Monnier. 1917. 
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The Macmillan Company. 1917. Pp. 487. 



NOTES AND NEWS 

The Council of the Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychol- 
ogy has decided, on account of the general situation and of the number 
of members of the Society who are engaged in various forms of na- 
tional service, to abandon the annual meeting scheduled to be held at 
Peabody College, Nashville, this spring. 

M. Jules Lacheliee, the author of Fondement de V induction and 
of many essays on formal logic, psychology and metaphysics, died on 
the twenty-eighth of January at Fontainebleau, where he was born in 
1832. 

Errata : on page 172 of the preceding number of the Journal op 
Philosophy the fourth and fifth lines should be read as following 
line sixteen of the present arrangement. Line six should follow line 

three. 



